
Dear one and all 
 
Here are the decisions of the Bishops’ Conference Permanent Committee related to 
implementing the National Response to the coronavirus. The second bullet point below 
includes four options, but I have applied the one about multiple venues to our Diocese.  . 
 
I am emailing schools now to ask them to help out. There will need to be synchronising of 
the relevant technologies, which I understand is not difficult.  
 
Directives in Response to the Covid-19 for the Bunbury Diocese 
 
In the present difficult situation, the Bunbury adopts the following directives. Many are from 
recommendations of the Permanent Committee of the Australian Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference.  
 
Mass venues 

 

• No indoor Mass or Church event should be conducted with more than 100 attendees; no 
outdoor event for more than 500 people 

• If more than 100 attendees might be expected for an indoor Mass or other Church event, 
the options for a Parish are 

 
o To increase the number of Masses 
o To have 100 in the church and others in the church hall if there is one 

o The Celebration of the Mass in the church for no more than 100, with the rest of the 
congregation spilling into nearby school classrooms where the Mass can be 
participated in via projectors or SmartScreens and ministers can distribute Holy 
Communion 

o The Celebration of the Mass in a school hall with the congregation spread across 
classrooms as above. 

 

• Attendees should be encouraged to spread out around the church – what we might call 
‘physical distancing’ 

 
Sign of Peace 

• the Sign of Peace should be limited to saying ‘Peace be with you’ with a nod or bow; no 
hand-shaking or hand-holding should occur here or at the Our Father 

 
Holy Communion 

• All ministers of Holy Communion should disinfect their hands before and after distributing 

• In the Ordinary Form of the Latin Rite, the Body of Christ should only be administered in 
the hand and the Chalice should only be received by the celebrant, with any 
concelebrants intincting from a second chalice 

 
Hymn books, collection plates, parish bulletins 

 

• hymn books should not be used 

• collection plates should not be passed from person to person -  baskets on long handles 
should be used; entry and or leaving collection bowls or electronic ‘tap and go’ terminals 
may be used. 

 
Hygiene 

 

• Holy water should be removed from all stoups but still to be available for taking home 



• Alcohol-based gels (or the like) should be available near church entrances, 
confessionals, baptisteries and in the sanctuary 

• Hard surfaces people touch should be disinfected between Masses – door handles, light 
switches backs of pews or chairs if people touch these during Mass 

 
Apart from Mass… 
 
Whether or not public Masses continue to be celebrated it is recommended that: 

 

• Priests should ensure that parishioners can contact them in emergencies. 

• As far as possible, churches should remain open to allow private prayer; the Blessed 
Sacrament might be exposed in the monstrance for this purpose (as long as fewer than 
100 are attending and with the usual provisions for reverence and security of the 
Sacrament) 

• On some days when this is liturgically permitted (see Ordo pp. 10-11), priests should 
offer the Mass for the Sick, the Mass for Any Need or a votive Mass such as that of Our 
Lady of Lourdes  

• Prayers of intercession for an end to the pandemic and for the safety of all should be 
included in Masses, in the Divine Office, and in private prayers; houses of consecrated 
religious are asked to redouble their intercessory prayers also 

• Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals may be celebrated, if necessary restricted to 
immediate family; baptisms and weddings can, of course, be postponed 

• Preparation for and celebration of First Confession, First Communion and Confirmation 
for children should be postponed until the pandemic is over 

• All ministers should follow precautions recommended by health authorities when visiting 
people’s homes, aged care facilities, hospitals, prisons and detention centres 

• When Anointing the Sick, priests are given permission to lay on hands by holding them 
above rather than upon the head and to anoint using a cotton wool ball or bud or a 
protective glove which can be disposed of appropriately after a single use; anointing the 
head would be sufficient 
 

 
These directives will be reviewed as required. 
 
God bless you all, Bishop Gerard 

 
 

 


