
Dear one and all 
 
Please see below the latest directives for the implementation of Phase 4 of the Western Australian 
Government’s COVID-19 Strategy.  
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR REOPENING CHURCHES FURTHER 
There is to be two (2) square metres of floor space per person.- excluding those who are leading and 
serving the liturgical celebration. So, legally, if the congregation area of a church is 200 metres, the 
congregation can be up to 100 people. 
 
People are to be reminded of their need to practice physical distancing by keeping 1.5 metres from persons 
of other households. The reminder can be in the form of clear notices and reminders by greeters or both.  
 
Ultimately, while the parish reminds people of this regulation, it is a matter of personal responsibility for 
each person. 
 
Additionally to remain open during Phase 4 churches and chapels need to maintain regular cleaning. 
 
Who should not enter the church 
Anyone who feels unwell OR who has flu/respiratory symptoms OR elevated body temperatures OR who 
has been in contact in the previous fourteen (14) days with anyone else suspected of having OR who has 
been diagnosed with COVID-19 is not permitted to enter churches or chapels. 
 
COVID SAFETY PLANS REQUIRED 
Churches and chapels must ensure that their COVID Safety Plan is available for inspection by authorised 
officers. Each church and chapel must complete a COVID Safety Plan for each church or chapel prior to 
reopening.  
 
If your parish has multiple churches/premises, you must prepare a COVID Safety Plan for each 
church/premise.  
 
Churches and chapels that opened during Phase 3, or which will reopen in Phase 4, should review the new 
guidelines and update their COVID Safety Plans where applicable.  
 
If a church or chapel’s capacity is increased during Phase 4, this should be reflected on an updated COVID 
Safety Plan certificate.  
 
Each church and chapel must display a COVID Safety Plan certificate at an entry point to the church or 
chapel.  
 
Churches and chapels are no longer required to keep an attendance register as part of their COVID Safety 
Plans. o  
 
Churches and chapels that kept attendance registers previously are required to keep the information in the 
register until twenty eight (28) days after the State of Emergency has been lifted.  
 
ENTERING A CHURCH OR CHAPEL 
Hand sanitizers are to be available at each entrance to every church or chapel.  
 
Clear guidelines must be put in place to direct people on how to enter and exit the church or chapel to 
ensure that this is done systematically to ensure that appropriate physical distancing is observed.  
 
Holy Water fonts/stoups in all churches and chapels are to remain empty.  
 
Church or chapel hygiene 
Pews, seats, seatbacks, top rails, kneelers, doors, door knobs, microphones, sacristies, toilets/bathrooms 
and all other communal areas are to be cleaned, wiped down and sanitised regularly.  
 
The pulpit, lectern, credence table, ministers’ seats and anything handled by multiple people is to be wiped 
down and sanitised regularly.  



 
Parish newsletters or bulletins should not be re-used. Sufficient copies should be made to ensure that 
people get copies, but then they must either take them home or dispose of them.  
 
Hymnals or shared copies of texts are not to be used.  
 
CELEBRATIONS OF THE SACRAMENTS 
Preparations for, and the celebration of First Reconciliation (school-aged children) and First Holy 
Communion (school-aged children) may be celebrated in Phase 4. 
 
Physical distancing of one (1) person per 2 square metres must be observed inside the church or chapel. 
 
Participants are to be reminded of their need to  maintain a physical distance of 1.5 metres between people 
of other households by signs or greeters or both..  
 
The Sacrament of Confirmation (school-aged children) remains temporarily suspended, except for those in 
danger of death, until the end of Phase 4 and commencement of Phase 5 of the Western Australian 
Government’s COVID-19 roadmap on Saturday July 18.  
 
Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA)  
Individual parishes may choose to celebrate the Rite of Initiation with RCIA Elect and candidates.  
 
Please refer to Baptism and Confirmation directives when celebrating these sacraments with the RCIA 
Elect and candidates.  
 
For the anointing with Chrism, the celebrant should use cotton balls with a separate one for each 
candidate. These cotton balls must disposed of appropriately after the celebration.  
 
Baptism  
The number of people that can attend a Baptism will be determined by the maximum capacity of each 
church or chapel, based on at least two (2) square metres of floor space per person.  
 
Fresh baptismal water must be used for each candidate.  
 
Full immersion baptism is prohibited unless the water in the baptismal pool is drained between candidates. 
The baptismal pool must subsequently be cleaned and disinfected after each full immersion.  
 
For the anointing with Chrism at Baptism, the celebrant should use cotton balls with a separate one for 
each candidate. These cotton balls must disposed of appropriately after the celebration.  
 
There should be two (2) square metres of floor space per person with people being reminded to practice 
physical distancing by keeping 1.5 metres from people of other households.  
 
Penance and Reconciliation   
Priests can provide opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, according to the First Rite.  
 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is to be celebrated in a well-ventilated space and with appropriate social 
distancing being maintained at all times, including the absolution. The Sacrament can be celebrated in the 
sanctuary but provision for anonymity should be made.  
 
There should be two (2) square metres of floor space per person with each person practicing physical 
distancing by keeping 1.5 metres from other persons of other households.  
 
Masses  
Priests must exercise judgement in deciding whether it is yet practicable to conduct public Masses or to 
reopen churches and chapels. In light of the two (2) square metre rule under Phase 4 of the WA 
Government’s COVID-19 roadmap, it may be necessary for Parish Priests to implement revised weekday 
and weekend Mass timetables.  
 



Parishes are to put in place procedures to ensure that numbers of attendees at all Masses conform to the 
directives of the Western Australian Government. The faithful continue to be dispensed from their obligation 
to attend Sunday Mass.  
 
Offertory gifts are to be in closed vessels or, where this is not possible, vessels should be appropriately 
covered.  
 
Offertory processions and Gospel processions are to continue being omitted.  
 
The Sign of Peace is to given without physical contact.  
 
Collections are not to be taken up during the Mass. Churches and chapels can install boxes or containers 
for offerings at the entrance to the church or wherever they decide to be appropriate. 
 
All Priests, Deacons, Acolytes and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are to to use an alcohol-
based hand sanitiser or wash their hands in soap and water both immediately before and immediately 
after the distribution of Holy Communion  
 
Holy Communion is to continue to be given in the hand. It is not to be given on the tongue out of 
consideration for the health of others and because of the risk of spittle on the fingers of the minister 
 
The Precious Blood is not to be shared from the chalice at any Masses and is reserved to the celebrant(s) 
only.  
 
The celebrant and concelebrants are to receive from the chalice by intinction.  
 
Church ushers may need to remind parishioners and the faithful to maintain social distancing whether they 
are entering or exiting a church or chapel for Mass or in the Communion Procession.  
 
The Sacrament of Marriage 
Marriages can be celebrated in  churches and chapels.  
 
There must be two (2) square metres of floor space per person. All present are top be reminded of the 
need for physical distancing of 1.5 metres from anyone not from the same household by signage and 
greeters or ushers.  
 
Funerals  
Funerals may be celebrated in churches and chapels.  
 
The 2 metres per person applies along with the reminding of all of the 1.5 metres physical distancing 
requirement.  
 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick (for individuals)  
Priests will continue to respond to appropriate requests to anoint people, and will continue to celebrate the 
sacrament on an individual basis.  
 
Priests should at no time directly touch the person receiving the Sacrament directly. They should lay hands 
above, not on, the head. The anointing should be applied with cotton wool or a glove.  
 
Upon request, and with strict compliance with restrictions in place within nursing homes, aged-care facilities 
and hospitals, priests will continue to minister the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  
 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick  
The communal celebration of the Anointing of the Sick is to be temporarily suspended until the end of 
Phase 4 and the commencement of Phase 5.   
 
CONCLUSION 
For any further information, please see 



Latest information and advice, including health support measures and restrictions at: 
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-wa-
roadmap#phase4  
 
Latest frequently asked questions relevant to Religious practices can be found at: 
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/phase-4-easing-of-restrictions-frequently-asked-
questions#religious_practices  
 
Western Australia’s COVID Safety Guidelines for Phase 4 are being updated and will be available online 
before the Phase 4 starting date of Saturday, 27 June 2020 at: 
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-business-
and-industry-advice#covid-safety-plans. 
 
God bless, Bishop Gerard  
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