
Dear Brothers and Sisters 
 
Thank you to all who have done their best to implement the directives for Sunday Mass in the 
Diocese in this terrible situation when the coronavirus has begun to spread in our community. I am 
most grateful for your efforts.   
 
Since they were issued, there have been two new developments which affect our capacity to provide 
Masses in churches in many of our parishes. 
 
New situation 
First, it has become apparent that many people from Perth plan on  coming to parishes in our 
Diocese for Masses this weekend. As a result,  it is unrealistic to expect that we will be able to limit 
our congregations to 100, as required by Government health regulations. We cannot have 
parishioners trying to keep perhaps aggressive outsiders from entering our churches.  
 
It is selfish of others from outside the Diocese to seek Mass in our Diocese, even though this would 
mean depriving our own parishioners places at Mass, given the Government regulations.   
 
Second, the Government has stipulated that, where there are less than 100 people in a building, 
there is a need to allow four square metres per person.  
 
Parishes need to make their own decisions in this situation 
These conditions make it impossible for many parishes at such short notice to be able to ensure that 
we can provide Masses in churches within the Government requirements.  
 
Hence, I am forced to ask Parishes which cannot guarantee they can fulfil Government requirements 
to cancel their Masses for the next two weekends.  Parishes will need to make their own 
judgements in this matter.  
 
I remind all that outside gatherings can be for up to 500. So if there is an outdoor area near the 
church, outdoor Masses are a possibility. 
 
Some parishes 
A number of parishes will have no problem still as their congregations normally are less than 100 - 
and also they are too far from Perth for Perth people to go to their Masses.  
 
Hence, Parishes will need to make their own decisions as to whether they can provide Masses for 
their people this weekend.   
 
The sole basis for their for decision should be whether they can be sure to meet the Government’s 
regulations.  
 
Sunday Mass obligation 
Any Catholic who feels uncomfortable about being part of a Mass congregation for health reason, or 
who has even signs of a cold or flu, is dispensed from the Sunday Mass obligation.  
 
No one should attend Mass unless they are completely well.  
 
Future issues 
I have been asked many pastoral questions that I cannot answer at this stage. These include first 
celebrations of sacraments. 



 
I hope to be answer all questions early next week. 
 
Be aware of panic 
Currently there is much false information being spread, and media ‘experts’ are passing opinions 
which undermine the efforts of our Commonwealth and State Chief Medical Officers and their staffs. 
Naturally, there is much emotion and panic. 
 
The news that Hong Kong was running out of toilet paper because their source is China, which was 
closing down factories, spread to create a run on toilet paper across the world.  
 
At no point will the Diocese be deviating from Government advice, based upon the advice of the 
health authorities. In these times we need to be basing decisions on facts and objectivity. 
 
In the meantime, please all take care of yourselves and your people. 
 
God bless, Bishop Gerard. 
 
.  
 


